
   

 

 

November 16, 2021   

Meet Jason Marsili, if you haven’t …  
 Interviewed By Mariana Noli  

It was after one of our IALA 
Board of Governors meetings 
that our dear Tom Cacciatore 
suggested I interview Jason 
Marsili.  Jason had a major win 
for his clients settling a class 
action filed before the court of 
Los Angeles and we are all so 
proud of him!   In a “David 
versus Goliath” type of legal 
scenario, a newly admitted 

lawyer fought against some 
large nationwide law firms such 
as DLA Piper, Morrison & 
Foerster, Gibson Dunn, etc.  We 
know too well it is not easy to 
beat these goliaths.  However, 

big competitors’ 
perceived advantages 
can often mask their 
even bigger 
disadvantages.  Even 
though, I met Jason at 
least four years ago, I 
have learned a lot about 
him on a professional, 
and most important on 
personal level thanks to 

this interview.  I truly 
hope that you all enjoy 
reading about our 
“David” as much as I did 
while interviewing him! 
 

THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES (IALA) 

IL BOLLETTINO 

President’s Messagio 

It is hard to believe that 2021 is coming 
to an end, and so is my Presidency of 
IALA.  It seems like yesterday that I was 
getting ready to be sworn in as President 
of this beloved association by my 
esteemed colleague and dear friend 
Judge Chris Frisco.  Like I said when I 
assumed this role after being part of this 
association for 13 years, what an honor 
it has been to be your leader!  Thank you 
for giving me the opportunity to serve 
you in this capacity.  I have certainly 
grown professionally and personally 
thanks to this group.   

 
2021 IALA President Mariana Noli 

 
As we were unable to meet in person at 
the Casa Italiana, for the first half of the 
year, we faced many challenges as a 
group and for me as its leader.  Inspired 
by my predecessor’s strong leadership in 
uncertain times, I also took advantage 
of today’s technology putting my energy 
and creativity into connecting our 
group with other Italian American bar 
associations and organizations …    

To be continued Page 4 

 

 
From left to right: IALA Vice President Griffin Lee, Board Members Jason 

Marsili, Angela Zanin, Alexandra Cacciatore with President Mariana Noli at the 
FESTA in Little Italy of Los Angeles, San Pedro, on Saturday October 2, 2021   
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M: Thank you for giving me a few 
minutes of your time (and on a 
Friday!) to answer some questions 
and share your background with us 
at the Italian American Lawyers 
Association in Los Angeles. So, 
let’s get started.  When did you join 
IALA? 

 
Jason: I joined IALA about 4-5 

years ago.  Lydia Liberio, the IALA 
President elect at the time, asked me 
if I would join the Board of 
Governors.  Lydia was one of the 
volunteer judges for a mock trial 
competition I had been running 
since 2005 at the federal district 
courthouse for law students.  
Typically, we have about 14 teams 
compete on a labor and employment 
law case, and I was grateful for 
Lydia’s contribution over the years.  
When Lydia invited me to join the 
IALA Board, I accepted the 
invitation.  I am happy I did! 

 
IALA Board Member since 2017 

 
M: We are very happy you did as 

well!  So, tell us a little more about 
your Italian connection?  Marsili 
sounds really Italian!    

 
Jason: Yes, very Italian!  I was 

adopted into an Italian family when 
I was six weeks old.  My father is 

Italian and my mother Norwegian.  
My Italian side of the family Marsili 
came to the US in the 1920s, my 
father was second generation.  They 
came from the Marche region, 
central east near Firenze.  He was 
the middle son of four children. I 
would say I grew up in a very 
“traditional” Italian family, I have 
four siblings and at least fifteen 
cousins.  To this day, we do Sunday 
family dinner, every single Sunday!   

 
M: Wow, that is truly one BIG 

Italian family!  Have you been to 
Italy?  

 
Jason: Yes, I have traveled to 

Italy three times, but without a 
doubt the most special visit was 
when we celebrated my parents’ 50th 
anniversary.  It was pretty special to 
see them renewing their wedding 
vows in Tuscany.   It was the first 
time for my father to be back in Italy.  
On that trip, we had the 
opportunity to travel to Tuscany, 
Firenze, Rome, and Venice.   

 
Jason’s parents 50th anniversary 
 
M: That is so special!  Tell me 

what makes IALA so special for 
you?  

 
Jason: I have always been very 

involved and active in the legal 

community in different bar 
associations.   But I love IALA, not 
only because I am proud of my 
Italian background but also because 
it is quite nice to break bread with 
other attorneys, judges and 
individuals in the legal community.  
What makes our group truly special 
is that people in different practice 
areas, even outside the law, get 
together to celebrate our heritage 
but also to advance our common 
ground in ways beyond the law.   

 
Jason’s parents 50th anniversary 
 
M: I love that about our group 

too!  So, now the moment we are all 
waiting for: tell me about this big 
case you recently won… 

 
Jason: You know Mariana I have 

been litigating this case almost all 
my legal career.  Imagine that I was 
sworn in as an attorney to practice 
law in the state of California in 
December 2004 and my firm filed 
the complaint a month later, in 
January 2005. A class action filed 
on behalf of 14,000 security 
employees against the third largest 
private employer in the world for 
failure to provide the required meal 
and rest periods.  We got the 
settlement payments to go out to 
our clients last Thanksgiving, 
ranging from as little as $8,000.00 
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to as large as $56,000.00.  It took 
almost 14 years litigating, against 
six different law firms, but I am 
proud to say that 130 million USD, 
is the largest settlement for violation 
of the meal and rest periods in the 
history of the state of California.  

M:  What an amazing 
accomplishment, Jason! I am proud 
to know you and I admire your 
persistence, dedication, hard work, 
and most importantly what you 
were able to accomplish for your 
clients.  On behalf of our IALA 

family, Mille grazie!  I thank you 
once again for sharing your time 
and volunteering for our 
organization.  Ci vediamo a Casa 
Italiana!   

 

…in Northern California, Chicago, Connecticut, as well as accomplished lawyers 
and individuals across the US and even overseas.  Some of you may recall we had 
US representatives Garamendi (CA), Panetta (CA), Suozzi (NY) as well as several 
other US representatives and politicians of Italian descent as our guests in May.  
We heard from Head of Animation at Walt Disney, Lino Di Salvo (Frozen, 
PlayMobile), worldwide recognized singer Noah (La Vita e Bella), New York based 
actor Lou Martini Jr. (The Godfather, The Sopranos) in March and many talented, 
well-recognized artists.  Personally, I am very happy to have had the opportunity 
to host a night where we honored all our female leaders in our group and our 
legal community, featuring as our special out of town guests the founder of the 
National Organization of Italian American Women (NOIAW), Dr. Riotto Sirey, 
and the prosecutor attorney in Manhattan for the Harvey Weinstein case, Mrs. Jo-
Ann Illuzzi-Orbon.    
 

During 2021, the major challenge for us remained to be able to meet in person 
again and share a meal with our friends and esteemed colleagues.  While the Casa 
Italiana remained closed to the public until late August, we coordinated in July 
an Old Hollywood Glam night at the venue where the Sons of Italy hold their 
monthly dinners.  I want to thank David DiJulio and Bob Prestelli for their help 
finding this venue.  In early October for Italian American heritage month, we 
hosted a private event in Little Italy of Los Angeles followed by our own booth at 
the FESTA!  It was a very memorable time to be able to bring IALA to Little Italy in 
San Pedro.  Thanks Alice Salvo, Mel Stein and the Director of the Little Italy of Los 
Angeles Association for your help making this event possible.  I was so honored that 
our founder Tony Capozzola and his wife stopped by and shared a few words, along 
with councilmember Joe Buscaino, one of the few local politicians of Italian 
descent.      

 
I am quite excited about the upcoming events and I encourage you to please 

join me.  Our November event will be virtual on November 17 at 6:30pm, but needless 
to say a very special night.  We are going to honor with the IALA Lifetime 
Achievement Awards retired California Supreme Court Justices Carlos Moreno and 
Justice Ming Chin.  Both Justices have always been very supportive and great friends 
of our group.  Last but not least and thanks to our sponsors, we will hopefully close 
this year on December 8 celebrating at the Casa Italiana with an in-person dinner 
you do not want to miss!  We still do not know if the California Supreme Court 
Justices will be able to join remotely, but that would definitely be the cherry on the 
top for me as I pass the torch to my colleague and friend Tony Costanzo in January.   

 
This year was not exactly what I envisioned when I planned for being your 

President, not only due to Covid-19 but also my mother passed away early March, 
as some of you know.  In her words, I am a strong woman who will always find a 
way to move forward and get things done.  In my mother’s memory, I hope I lived 
up to my mother’s standards and vision of me and that she is proud of me. I also 
hope that despite the unusual circumstances of these times, you enjoyed all the 
programs my Board and I put together for you.  I take this opportunity to thank 
everyone in our leadership for helping me making my initiatives become a reality.  
I am so proud to be part of this wonderful group!  

     Mariana Noli, IALA 2021 President 
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